Tin can getaways

One DAY YOU'LL BE ABLE TO DRIVE 301055 (he
United States staying every mght in a labu-
lous vimage triler—without actually drag-
ging one behind your 1954 Chevy Bel-Air

Think of the moncy you'll save on gas.

Motels that include ravel railers
among their room choices, or oller nothing,
but, are popping up all over.

You can start in the sell-prochimed
mpiml of {Eu.m-wnp, Wildwookd, Mew jcm*y.
where the Starlux Motel has two Airstream
tailers as pant of its neon-drenched vibe,

You'll necd to drve a bit o hnd your
next trailer motel. But once you hit the
desert, your choices blossom.

Theres Utahs Shooting Star Drive-

In, with such accommodations as Annas
Cabana, the Airstream where Ann-Margret
relaxed between takes of Viva Las Vogas.
Now thatll get you dreaming,

Bishee, Arizona houses one of the
oldest trailer motels—ihe Shady Dell,

a 90-year-old trailer park that began
renting tourist trailers in 1994, I plays
up the ‘505 big vime, complete with pink
flamingos, leopard-skin carpets, 453-rpm
turntables, and a 1947 Tiki bus. Among,
the trailer brands are Airstreams, Sparta-
nettes, Manors, and more.

MEMORIES OH WHEELS. Inside and aut 2t Matthew Holmann and Heil Dipaola’s newly opened ‘Airstream Molel’ ai the Santa Barbara Aulo Camp.

California, nawch, is also on the bus.
There are a least two vacation trailer parks
in the vicimty ol Joshua Tree, Kaue Pierson,
the B-52 singer, operates Kate’s Lazy Des-
ert there. I you're more psychedelic than
Tiki, you might enjoy her Hot Lava Air-
stream, with orange blobs crawling across
the ceiling like a lava laimp on a rimpage.

Down the road at the Hicksville Trailer
Palace, consider a night ar Fili, a purple
and pink trailer that, the proprictors say, is
“like being inside a genie boule.”

The newest entry is on the coast, where
architect Matthew Holmann opened the
Santa Barbara Auto Camp in January:

Forget lava lamps here. Hofmann and
his pariner, Meil Dipacla, are aiming a
micl-level luxury, with new skylights, lloor-
ing of teak and bamboo, “even beach cruis-
ers 1o tour Santa Barbara,” says Holmann,

Holmann has converted hive Airstreams

in the 91-year-old residenial wrailer park
into hotel rooms, “People are lascmated
with these things,” he says.

The Auto Canip is abow two-and-a-hall
miles from the beach, near a popular bar
and Holmann’s favorite Japanese restaurant.

“People these days, they want som-
thing that’s more unigque, More e 1o the
actual locale.” than staying in a standard
hotel, he says.

The Auwte Camp has been attracting,
“old folks who come in with their memo-
ries of crisscrossing the United Staes in
their Airstream,” he says, “hipsters from
LA, people who want a different type of
hotel experience.”

Trailers may provide small spaces,
but enthusiasts think big. Hofmann and
Dipacla plan to go international,

They are scouting for a wsiler site in San
Francisco, then plan to “move into other

unigue spaces,” Holmann says, citing, as pos-

sibilities for conversion “a mea-packing, plant

of a marina, foating hotel rooms.”
Submarines, anyonc?
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HIT THE ROAD IN A TRAILER:
= Santa Barbara Auto Gamp
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= Kate's Lazy Desert

= Hicksville Trailer Palace
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