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This 1978 Airstream gets grins from Golden era
travelers who recall crisscrossing the country
from Mount Rushmore to Plymouth Rock in family
station wagons pulling a ftrailer. Today the
remodeled Airstream is the home, office and
front door to the great outdoors for 27 year old
architect Matthew Hofman.

Eai'l, #85

Why did he remoded 2 150 squeare Tool trailer in his spare lme
while designing millign-dollar villas by day? “I'm al & point in my lits
where | am trying o five with less.” savs Hofman, who parked the
Airstraam on the site of a Montecito home that bumead down in the
“Tea Fire” of November 2008, Moving has @ way of making ons
conslder the value of pessessions, and Holman apted b e with
less dnd anjoy hils mEw Space more.

The quiest for inner peace bagan with finding tha Airstraam on
Craigslist. He rescued the sbandoned freasure from behind a chain
link fence guarded ty a pit bull. The body was solid, but the interior
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Was a mess. As marmy other Alrstream renovators have descovered,
il was an kesd platform ke designing & mora endronmentally
stistainatle home.

*ustainabdity” and "green building design” are terms that have
besn fossed around & lod. But what is sustainghility? Hofmann
defines & as, “Designing something for Be, and creating the capacity
to endure,” with all the materials selected.

Mirstream -based sustalnability begites with the knowledge that
tha buildings we create are tha greales! single consumers of energy
and natural resolrcas in the United States today, Re-issing &n exisling
shructure, even ong as small as an Airsiream, aliminatas the large
ampuit of energy and natural resources needed o bulld new.
Hulinan's Adglfaam progect ks, at its heart, an exercese in reusing an
i sting spaca.

The design process bagan by taking away whal was distracling
and wmnecessary, and creating @ design with the least amownt of
elemants, The tralzr was first quited and ciaaned. Becalss a trailer
by its rabwre |5 a small confingd space, a primary deslgn goal was
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1o open ug the space by removing unnecessary wistal ehstacies. In
the Airstraam, sevardl walls were removed, and an oak table Thal
wias heyond repair was also nemdvsd.

Re-use of malerials inside the Airstraam also halped the
ststainability quotient. Much of the existing cabinetry was saved
and revsed. (The gaucho bed was beyond saving, but the new
coawertible couch looks like a fine plece of furmdture.) The overhead
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Cabinetry was removed, modified, and re-ingtalled for a more pleasing
alignment. All of the overhead cabimetry hardware was saved and
reused, inchuding the tambour rallup doors, plastic tracks, and metal
pulls. The Trant dinette sat 1s arlginl, meraly rafinkshed and paintad.

Anpdhar kay slement of the profact was reclamalion of existing
materigis, Whila zome elaments may not be used for their original
infended purpose, such as the siorage drawers beneath the gaucho,
by remowing and reconditioning as necessary they can uftimately be
Translerred 10 & new use in the same projact. o this case, the slorage
drawens mady a beawlife basa Tor the new bad. The walls and sak
lable ware reclaimed as shelving in the cabinging.

In all projacis there are slements thai canmot be reused o
reclalmed. Instead of sending these items to the landfill, they can be
recycled. Many materials from the Astream were stockpiled and
siml bo a resycling yand, such ds hardware, braces, Wacks, fods, and
plastic pangling. All of the oid applisnces (refrigerator, oven, sink,
and 1oilel} were either sold on Craigslis! or donated bo @ maw user,
thus anabling them to continue their lifzspan in a different use, and
eliminating the need for a new wnif 1o be built

Sustainability calls for placing a high priority oh wsing regional
matanials and suppBars. The "embodied snergy” of @ matarlal of
prodict ts how much enerogy is required 1o get a specific produc
from its naturad state fo final installation, There arg many factors
that contribute fo embodad energy, one of which is shipping. K
takes more enengy fand hence produces more pollution) fo get a
product fram Ching than A does to gel a prodect supglied ooy,
e focus an the Airstream profact was to use regional material and

suppliers, An example is the bamboo flooring produced by “Cali
Bamboo,” used for all flooring, countertops amnd table. This supplier
iz less than ong hundred miles away.

Paints and Tnishes cn ralease low-leval o amissions mio
tha air for years after application. The souce of these toxins is &
varighy of wolatile organéc compounds (VOC} which unfil recenthy,
ware essentiad 1o the perdprmance of the paint, New ensironmental
resqulations and consumer demand have led to low-YOC and zero-
VOC painls and finishes. Using lw-VOG painl 1s sspacilly impartant
in & small space such as a trader, and iUis saler for bath your health
and the envirgnment,

Additionally, an often pverooked aspect of sustainability & o
sedect paints and finishes that are made from natural raw ingredients
such as wates, plant oz and resins, plart dyes and esserrtial olls.
Thare are also many mberal minerals such as ciay, chalk and
talcum, milk casein, natural katex, bees” wax, earth and mingral dyes
that can be used | the finishing process. Welar-based natural
paints give off almaost no smell. The oil-based natural paints useally
have a pleasant fragrance of citrus or essentlal oils. Allergias and
sansilivitles 1o thase paints ara nil common.

The paind used in this project is Shetwin Williams Harminy
2eng-VO Interior Agrylic Latex, in Exdra While color. The surface was
first sanded and preppad using Harmony primes, then a semi-gloss
top coat was apglied.

sustalnahly grovwn materals are thess natural materals that
take bass time 1o gy, and may be reglanted and grawn agan such
g5 bamboo. Bamboo is cna of the fastast growing plams on sarth
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and typically lakies just 5 to 7 years 10 malure, making
it a geod choice refafive b herdwoods such s oak hat
take from 20 o 5 years to mature.

Hudmanmn is clearty comfortable with his sestanable
home-cifice Interior design. Heating ks accomplished
with an Infegrated propane healing syslem. Amgle
crives vanlition provides cooling thanks 1o southem
Calitfprnie's sea beaere, He slso uses the axterior
awnings on each side to shade the open windows,

The eactrical system (filzes a bypical 12-volt baitery
syatem with [ntegrated charger, and a solar panel
baltery charging syslem is cumantly besng nstaSad,
Flimrescent and halogen lights are uliEsad theoughpud
fihe imleTior,

The re-gesigned interior now has a fesling of a
large space, with light color values used om all the
surfaces. The Magritie print, from a 1964 palrting fitked
wn ol Man,” al the enbry is a welcoming plece Inlo
this architect’s home and office. The dinette cushions
wera hand sewm using Sunbirella indoor-outdoor fabeic,
and the fabls top was replaced wsing Cali Bamboo
natural strand bambiop. This area also serves as a
wiekspace and medla lounge. The 277 IMac can be
Used to walch mowsas o draw diesign plans. The ollice
printar 5 hicked infn a8 cislom-built pullpat draver
undar the bench seat,
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Your “quick start” guide 1o traveling, camping, and owning an Alrstream travel trailer!
Theés fun pulde ks filled with succinct, practical and tested aswers to the mest comemonly-asked guestions

and bypical new pwmer challenges. Includes sections on 2l kinds of "newbia” topics: understanding all tha
gyslems, camping, Iowlng, sk & genarators, mambamnce, winterizing,

simple repgirs, pecking, backing, dumping, filling, winder travel,
Intzrmet, deaning, tooks, myths, and sample chacklists,

Wakes a great gt for new Alrsiream oemers, and 3 handy
referance even Tor experianced owners. Includes
auer 30 illustrations, and an indispansable pight-page
"Jurgon Guide” with definifions. of commonly used Arstreaming terms.

Spiral bound (5o it lays flat while you're reading i), and Gx9" paperback
Tommiat S0 it will it oo Alrsiream shesves. 104 pages. Written by Rich Lubr
{Ed¥tor of Alrstream LiTe) with comtributions by Alrstream Lite staff.

59.95 at the Alrstream Life store 2t wew.alrstreamiife.com/stone
Bwallable on Kindle af Amazon.com too!
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The galley has & Moen stainbess staed sink
with a Ewg-modem chrome 23-imch pull oul
spray Taucet. The other new appliances inclide
an Atwopd Wednewood stainless staed thres-
busner propang gas cook top, a Norcold refriger-
alof, and 8 counterisp stainless steel loasted
peen. Cne ol Halmann's Tavodle fams is the
Hilele Kessebohmer pullpit pantry system.
Hafele also makas a very slick Moot drawer
b system with cullery insers in addition ko the
pwerhead cabinets. These German designs add
soma shipping mileage B0 The  sustanabdlity
equation, bid they are unbeatahls!

The bathropm wes Hodmann's greaiest
indulgence, Tradional small glass file is instaliad
ower a porous flexible foam with adhesive far
applied to the back. The tile |5 HotGlass “(assic
Canfless Blended.” An adhesive primar whies
applied over the wood base of fhe shower
siricture. Then the foam backer was adherad
and secured with screws every siv mches of var-
ticad surface. The martar for Installing the tile
wils applied direclly over tha Toam. The porosily
of the Toam aBows il 1o securs 1o the martar, and
a flesible grout sddilive decreases the sk of
Cracking

The 14" piass vessel sink fits under the sin-
ple-levar taucet on the Call Bamdion countertop
surface. Walar lemperatures & the shovear are
camrolled &y a Grohe “Eugharia”™ chrome fxlure,
Watar flvwr control devices are installed on every
water fixiure, and a small hot water tank encourages
shoel showers. Lighting & custom LED with two
light levess, from ultra-lowr to high-voltage bright

aincea Hidmann i 6 47, he desighed a
peneraus comvertible bed using kcally supgplied,
lightweinht materizks and Sunbrelka indoor-ouwt-
doar fabrics. Cleihing is stored in two wardrobes:
pne at the end of the countertop and one [n the
bathream. Undar the counleriop thers are sis
drawers which Tunclion &5 & dressar. For raading
books, Holmanm uses his iPhone, and he reads
pnling pemiodicals via the iMac.

Design s about choices, and the intention of
sustalinability in design is to eliminate negative
envrgnmental imgact an our Wodkd. 10 ks aboul
designing something for lifz and crealing the
rapacity in andura within the design. For mare
informatiam, qo o wean.hofarc.com sss
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#1 Airstream
Decaler in Texas
Top 10 Dealer
Nationwide

k. * Sport

X * Flying Cloud

* International

* Serenity

* Classic Limited
* Avenue

* Interstate

* Factory Trained & Certified Technicians

* Airstream Parts Specialists

* Master Level Knowledgeable Sales Team

* Consignment Sales - Lot us consign your KV
* Mationwide Delivery / Fly & Buy Program
* Great Selection of New & Used

W Siepport
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u know about RVs
er we look!"”
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