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30 chic picks inspired        
by the glory of yore 

Best Buys

Do It Yourself

style guide 
BETTER
INTERIORS

>  Know all about the types of lighting and fixtures for your home

> Light and efficiency in workspaces

> How to select the best electrical wire

40+ delectable options to light up your life! 

S T Y L E
GUIDE

 A SUPPLEMENT WITH BETTER INTERIORS APRIL 2011

LIGHTING Special

FREE
38-page supplement with this issue

3 spaces that pay tribute to our rich culture  
4 views on the ever-evolving indian aesthetic

80+ cues to turn traditional design on its head and  
arrive at a dizzyingly bold contemporary style

INDIA MODERN  
SPECIAL
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Matthew Hofmann’s approach to  
design explores the relationship between form, 
context and materiality. A strong elemental approach 
that can be partly credited to a childhood well spent 
in the mountains of Mammoth, California, and 
partly to his constant endeavour to work with 
thoughtful and progressive clients. With a bachelor’s 
degree from California Polytechnic State University, 
the LEED-certified architect’s starting point for any 
project is clear: sustainability. As he elaborates, 
“Design must blur the distinction of interior and 
exterior space by listening to the influence of site and 
context.” After a four-year stint with a mid-size, Santa 
Barbara-based architectural firm, Matthew  opened 

architect

eco beat
Hot on the trail of travelling architect Matthew Hofmann. 

Tel: (805) 618-2461; Email: info@hofarc.com

Hofmann Architecture (HofArc), a multi-faceted 
architectural design build practice with offices in Santa 
Barbara and San Diego, California. What put the firm 
on the Better Interiors radar was a vintage 1978 
Airstream that Matthew now calls home... and office! 
With its original, polished and restored exteriors, the 
trailer boasts of bamboo countertops, table and 
flooring, and recycled glass tiles in the bathroom. 
Faced with a tight area of 158 sq ft, space planning 
and multi-functionality was of essence. The dining 
area, for instance, can be converted to a guest bed or 
media centre/lounge!

Matthew Hofmann


