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Vintage trailer becomes sleek 158-square-foot home
California architect remodels 1978 Airstream into live-work space with the environment in mind.

Posted by Teresa at MSN Real Bstate on Friday, March 18, 2011 12:29 PM
We write often about the joys — and the challenges -
people find Inving in small spaces.

But 158 square feet is really small, especially when it
includes the office.

= How to call the broom closet home
California architect Matthew Hofmann is living and working
in a vintage 25-foot Airstream trailer he redesigned and
remodeled, with an emphasis on sustainable materials,

“I'm at @ poink in my life where I'm trying to live with less,”

Hofmann replaced the dining-table top with bamboo. The dining area also doubles &s office space, guest
quarters and a "media lounge,” where he watches moves on a 27-inch iMac compuler, a considerable
downsizing from his prevous entertainment system. His panter is in a drawer under the seat.

The couch becomes a bed large enough for his G-foot-4 frame, The bathroom has a 1d-inch vessel sink and a
shower coverad in tiny tiles, with a customn redwood shower pan,

Hofmann told the Tiny House Blog:

Two vears 200 | maved from a laroe house, Movna has a way of making vou consider the
value of possessions. | wondered, while locking at the massive truckload of things, how

would | fieel if this truck ran off a cliff and all was lost? My stuff was beginning to fieel like a
burden, like luggage. Things that | needed to take around with me wherever | went; a
trucklcad-sized ball and chain.

He shared 12 reasons why he likes living in a small space, including less maintenance, less clutter and
simplified entertainment technology.
* The 400-square-fock dream home

Renovating vintage Airstream trailers is a popular pastime. We wiote previoushy about a Califomia landscape
architect who [es in a 1958 Airstream in addition 1o having an office on wheels. In Austin, Texas, you can reni
a renovated Airstream for a night.

Siera Airstreams has an entire gallery of remodeling projects, and Airstream owners trade advice on the

Hofmann's home may be small but his vew is large: His Airstream is parked on an oceanfront property in
Montecito, Calif., which had been the site of a home that was destroyed by fire,

"Some friends and family don't understand why e chosen this lifestyle, while others say m hing their
dream,” he told the Times, “Life-changing events, such as a fire, remind people that they can do with much
less and be content,”
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About Teresa Mears

= Teresa Mears is a veteran
joumalist who has bean
interesied in houses sinca
her father took her to tax
auctions to camy the cash at
age 10. Aformer editor of
The Mami Herald's Home &
Design section, she lives in
South Florida where, in
addition to writing about real estate, she publishes
Miami on the Cheap to help her neighbors adjust o
the loss of 60% of their propertyalue.
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